
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL

20th March, 2019

Meeting commenced:     9.30 a.m.
                                                                            “            adjourned:    10.45 a.m. 
                                                                            “        re-convened:    11.05 a.m. 
                                                                            “            adjourned:    12.00 noon 
                                                                            “        re-convened:    12.05 p.m. 
                                                                            “                  ended:      1.05 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Ronnie Wilson - Ceremonial Mayor and Chair
  

Mr Paul Dennett - City Mayor

Councillors Derek Antrobus, Michele Barnes, Samantha Bellamy, 
Barbara Bentham, Paula Boshell, Adrian Brocklehurst, Tanya Burch, 
Bob Clarke, Christopher Clarkson, Jillian Collinson, Peter Connor, 
Richard Critchley, Jim Dawson, Stuart Dickman, Peter Dobbs, John 
Ferguson, Heather Fletcher, Karen Garrido, Robin Garrido, Jane 
Hamilton, Bill Hinds, Jimmy Hunt, David Jolley, Roger Jones, Tracy 
Kelly, Jim King, David Lancaster, Ari Leitner, Kate Lewis, Sophia 
Linden, Iain Lindley, Mike McCusker, Ray Mashiter, John Merry, 
Margaret Morris, John Mullen, Stephen Ord, Mike Pevitt, Gina 
Reynolds, Neil Reynolds, Brendan Ryan, Arnold Saunders, Robert 
Sharpe, Lisa Stone, Peter Taylor, Les Turner, Joan Walsh, John 
Walsh, John Warmisham, Barry Warner, Colette Weir and Michael 
Wheeler. 

67. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Stephen Coen, Laura 
Edwards, Stephen Hesling, Charlie McIntyre, Wilson Nkurunziza, and Paul Wilson. 

68. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

See Minute 78.

69. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND MATTERS ARISING

The minutes of the meetings held on 16th January and 27th February, 2019 were 
approved as correct records.

Councillor Les Turner referred to the minutes of the meeting held on 27th February, 
2019 and while acknowledging these followed the identical format to those of 
previous “Annual Budget” meetings, asked whether this could be reviewed, so in 
future, they included a fuller summary of proceedings. The Chief Executive replied 
this request would be investigated.



Councillor Karen Garrido indicated she had yet to receive the information she had 
requested regarding details of H.M. Government funding currently received by 
Salford City Council, compared with that for the final full financial year immediately 
prior to 2010. (Previous Minute 59 (Q.10)). The City Mayor said he would ensure this 
information was provided. 

70. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

Councillor David Lancaster and Councillor John Mullen submitted separate, but 
associated, petitions on behalf of residents of Winton and Barton respectively, 
requesting that the former route of the 100 bus service be reinstated to serve the
Peel Green area.  

71. NOMINATION FOR THE OFFICE OF CEREMONIAL MAYOR 2019/20

Councillor John Merry proposed and Councillor Jim King seconded, supported by
 Councillor Karen Garrido, that Councillor Charlie Mcintyre be appointed to the office 
of Ceremonial Mayor for the Municipal Year 2019/20.

RESOLVED: THAT the nomination for the office of Ceremonial Mayor for the 
Municipal Year 2019/20, as detailed above, be agreed.

72. NOMINATION FOR THE OFFICE OF DEPUTY CEREMONIAL MAYOR 2019/20

Councillor David Jolley proposed and Councillor Michele Barnes seconded 
supported by Councillor Karen Garrido, that Councillor Charlie John Mullen be 
appointed to the office of Deputy Ceremonial Mayor for the Municipal Year 2019/20.

RESOLVED: THAT the nomination for the office of Deputy Ceremonial Mayor for the 
Municipal Year 2019/20, as detailed above, be agreed.

73 MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS 2018/19
(Previous Minute 56 - 16th January 2019)

The City Mayor submitted a report detailing the following amendments to the 
membership of committees and panels for the Municipal Year 2018/19.

Committee/Panel New Member Replacing

Children’s Scrutiny Panel Councillor Joan Walsh Labour Group vacancy 

Overview and Scrutiny 
Board

arising Labour Group 
vacancy

Councillor Paul Wilson

Growth and Prosperity 
Scrutiny Panel 

arising Labour Group 
vacancy

Councillor Paul Wilson



RESOLVED: THAT the amendments to membership of committees and panels, for 
the remainder of the Municipal Year 2018/19, as detailed in the report now submitted 
and summarised above, be noted.

74. SALFORD CITY COUNCIL CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS

The City Solicitor submitted a report asking Council to note an amendment to the 
Salford City Council Constitution which corrected a typographical error on page 192,
paragraph 7.4 (c) - “virement and in year changes to the budget”, so that it now 
read:-

“The elected City Mayor may vire sums up to £1,000,000 between the budget 
amounts of different directorates in any financial year.” 

RESOLVED: THAT the amendment to the Salford City Council Constitution, as 
detailed in the report and summarised above, be noted.

75. PAY POLICY STATEMENT 2019/20

Councillor John Ferguson, Lead Member for Workforce and Industrial Relations, 
submitted a report detailing the Pay Policy Statement which set out Salford City 
Council’s approach to pay policy, in accordance with the requirements of Section 38 
of the Localism Act 2011 and due regard to the associated statutory guidance, 
including the supplementary statutory guidance issued in February 2013 and the 
Local Government Transparency Code 2015. The Statement for 2019/20 had been 
updated to reflect the local context and aspirations of the Council as an employer 
reflect the national pay agreement for 2018 and 2019.  In addition the Equality Act 
2010 (Specific Duties and Public Authorities’ Regulations 2017) placed a 
requirement on public sector employers to publish information relating to the gender 
pay gap. A Salford City Council specific analysis, including reduction of 1.2% in the 
mean gender pay gap and 3.9% in the median gender pay gap, together with 
associated actions taken over the last 12 months, was also contained in the report. 

RESOLVED: THAT Salford City Council Pay Policy Statement 2019/20 be approved.

76. GAMBLING ACT 2005 - STATEMENT OF POLICY 2019

Councillor David Lancaster, Lead Member for Environment and Community Safety, 
submitted a report indicating that the Licensing Act 2005 required the City Council, 
as the Licensing Authority for Salford, to prepare and publish a Gambling Policy 
Statement, which would guide it when considering applications under the Act and as 
required by the Gambling Commission, this had to be reviewed at least every three 
years. The draft Statement of Policy 2019 was presented and approval to its 
adoption was now sought. 

Councillor John Warmisham, Chair of the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel, 
welcomed the new policy and was supported in this, by Councillor Robin Garrido 



RESOLVED: THAT the Salford City Council Licensing Act 2005 Licensing Policy 
Statement 2019, as detailed in Appendix B to the report now submitted, be formally 
adopted.

77. NO ONE LEFT BEHIND: TACKLING POVERTY IN SALFORD - YEAR TWO 
OUTCOME PROGRESS 2018/19 

Councillor Paula Boshell, Deputy City Mayor introduced this report which outlined the 
actions and initiatives which had taken place over the last twelve months to achieve 
the objectives and priorities of No One Left Behind, Salford’s Tackling Poverty 
Strategy.

Councillors Bill Hinds, John Merry, Jim King, Karen Garrido, Arnold Saunders, 
Robert Sharpe and Derek Antrobus all welcomed the report and the actions to date, 
highlighting the following specific issues:-

 Impact of Universal Credit.
 Failure of H.M Government to adequately address social inequality and 

poverty and how this was an issue which affected all areas of Salford.
 Wealth creation versus wealth retention.
 Property rich versus cash poor.
 Possible need to provide advice on the preparation of cost-effective family 

meals and making the most of household budgets. 
 Success of the Salford Credit Union.

RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted.

78. NOTICE OF MOTION 

(The City Mayor, Councillors Bellamy, Bentham, Boshell, Burch, Critchley, Dawson, 
Dickman, Hamilton, Hinds, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, King, Lewis, Linden, McCusker, 
Mullen, Pevitt, Gina Reynolds, Ryan, Sharpe, Stone, Joan Walsh, Warner and Weir 
all declared a non pecuniary interest in this item, in that, they were members of 
Unite)

Adoption of Unite Construction Charter

Councillor John Ferguson moved the following motion, which was seconded by
Councillor Stuart Dickman.

As a local authority we are responsible for the procurement of a multitude of 
construction projects. It is therefore requested that, as a responsible client, 
Salford City Council adopt the Unite Construction Charter and support the 
implementation of the minimum standards outlined within it and in doing so, 
commit to working with the appropriate trade unions, to achieve the highest 
standards in respect of direct employment status, health and safety, standard 
of work, apprenticeship training and the implementation of appropriate 
nationally agreed terms and conditions of employment.



Councillor John Ferguson and Councillor Stuart Dickman both spoke in favour of the 
motion.

Councillors Adrian Brocklehurst, Bill Hinds, Jimmy Hunt, Kate Lewis and Mike Pevitt 
and the City Mayor all added their own support for the motion. 

At this point in proceedings, Councillor Jim Dawson proposed a vote on the motion 
be taken, which was seconded by Councillor John Ferguson, who also indicated as 
proposer, he waived his right to reply. The Ceremonial Mayor reported that one other 
member had indicated their wish to speak but, following a show of hands, it was 
agreed there be no further debate on the motion and the vote be taken.

RESOLVED: THAT the motion, as moved by Councillor John Ferguson and detailed 
above, be unanimously approved and adopted.

79. STATEMENT OF THE CITY MAYOR 

The City Mayor made a number of announcements, highlighted issues and made 
comments as follows:-

(a) Sympathy and condolences were extended to all those killed, injured, bereaved, or 
otherwise affected following the recent separate terror incidents in Christchurch, New 
Zealand and Utrecht, the Netherlands. 

(b) Congratulations were extended to the recent winners of the first Spirit of Salford 
awards, which had been held at the AJ Bell Stadium on 14th March, 2019.

(c) Immediately prior to the meeting, there had been a lobby at Salford Civic Centre, 
against the revised Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) - Greater 
Manchester Plan for Homes, Jobs and the Environment 2019. He said the views and 
information which had been contained in an associated recent campaign leaflet 
distributed to Worsley and Boothstown residents, were unfounded and disingenuous, 
particularly in terms of the GMSF’s ambitions for the protection of existing greenbelt 
land and Salford City Council’s record and intentions in this regard, together with a 
suggestion it was only local Conservative councillors who effectively represented 
resident’s views. Similarly the leaflet failed to acknowledge the City Council’s long 
standing campaign against H.M Government’s prescriptive National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), which in terms of development proposals, placed the emphasis 
on viability, rather than suitability. The GMSF aimed to go some way in redressing 
that balance, by not only creating and meeting the demand for new homes (a target 
of 201,000 set by H.M. Government), but also ensuring these were located in the 
right places, as well as linking into the other priorities for Greater Manchester, 
including tenure mix, employment opportunities, transport and green infrastructures. 

(d) In tandem with the GMSF, were the strategies for the regeneration of high streets 
and town centres across the region, together with a commitment for carbon neutrality 
by 2038 and a planning presumption against fracking.



(e) The failure of H.M. Government to resolve the issue of the UK’s withdrawal from the 
European Union created unprecedented uncertainty for the nation, Greater 
Manchester and Salford.

 (f) H.M. Government’s claims in October 2018 that, “Austerity was over” had failed to be
realised and areas such as Salford, continued to suffer hardship and deprivation as a 
consequence.

 (g) The recently announced “Stronger Towns Fund” of £1.6b was derisory, when 
balanced against the total reduction in core local authority funding since 2010 and 
once again did not address real needs of the communities concerned. In reality it 
merely sought to earn H.M. Government the Parliamentary support of MPs in 
constituencies in Northern England, in order to keep it in power. 

80. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CITY MAYOR 

Q1. Councillor Iain Lindley commented this was the last meeting of Council he would be 
attending and during his time as an elected member, felt there had been a gradual 
decline in the ability to freely debate issues and a growing intolerance of anyone who 
had a contrary view, or questioned the actions of the ruling Labour Party Group. He 
hoped that in future this was something which could be reversed and there was a 
return to a less partisan and dogmatic environment, which enabled opinions to be 
freely expressed. 

The City Mayor noted these comments, but said he did not recognise the hostile 
atmosphere portrayed, nor felt there was the intolerance to opposing views as was 
suggested. He however commented that, the financial strain                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
which had been placed on local authorities since 2010, had inevitability led to a more 
vociferous challenge of H.M. Government and their policies, which had caused this, 
together with those who defended them.

Q2. Councillor Stephen Ord referred to an application for the redevelopment of the 
former Crescent Police Station and surrounding site, which had been considered by 
the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel in April 2017 and said he had 
evidence to suggest the decision making around this had been flawed and required 
independent investigation.

In response to a question from Councillor John Merry, the Chief Executive reminded 
Councillor Ord of his obligations under the Code of Conduct for Members, as 
contained in the Salford City Council Constitution. 

Councillor John Merry expressed concerns at the manner Councillor Ord had raised 
this matter, particularly doing so in a public forum and bringing into question the 
integrity of both certain elected members and officers, without providing any 
evidence in support of his allegations. Councillor Ord said he had unsuccessfully 
attempted to raise this matter by other more discrete means on a number of previous 
occasions, including the provision of supporting evidence.

The City Mayor noted the comments made by Councillor Ord and asked him to 
forward both details of the allegations and any supporting evidence to the Chief 



Executive and the Deputy Monitoring Officer, who would investigate them and 
ensure any necessary action was taken.

Q3. Councillor Bill Hinds referred to the recent terror attack on two mosques in New 
Zealand and voiced his concerns regarding the rise of groups and individuals, 
expressing extreme right wing views. He said this was a dangerous trend and one 
which all decent minded people should stand up against. Councillor Robin Garrido 
and Councillor Jim King, both echoed these comments, with the latter referring to a 
recent successful multicultural event held at King David High School, Salford and the 
importance of these in challenging and changing entrenched opinions and 
misconceptions, to encourage different communities to come together.

The City Mayor welcomed these comments, which he endorsed.

(At this point in proceedings (12.15 p.m.), the Ceremonial Mayor asked whether 
members wished to extend the meeting  beyond the agreed finish time of 12.30 p.m. 
Following a show of hands it was agreed there should be such an extension.)

Q4. Councillor Robin Garrido commented that the newsletter concerning the protection of 
greenspace, referred to by the City Mayor, had been produced by a local campaign 
group and was not a Conservative Party election campaign leaflet as he had 
suggested. He went on to provide details of the many proposed greenbelt 
developments which local Conservative councillors had successfully campaigned 
against.

Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable 
Development, said while the support of local Conservative Councillors had been 
valuable, the decision to refuse the applications concerned had been taken by the 
Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel and in turn demonstrated the Labour 
Party Group’s commitment to the protection of the greenbelt. He added that the real 
danger to the greenbelt was not the GMSF, but the possibility its objectives and 
safeguards could be undermined by H.M. Government’s planning policy.

The City Mayor welcomed the comments of Councillor Antrobus. He also 
acknowledged the part local Conservative councillors had played in successful 
campaigns against proposed greenbelt developments, but suggested they had not 
been similarly vigorously engaged in challenging H.M. Government’s NPPF, which 
was often detrimental to and took precedence over, decisions taken locally.

81. PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT GIFTS

The Ceremonial Mayor made presentations to Councillor Christopher Clarkson, 
Councillor Peter Dobbs, Councillor Jimmy Hunt, Councillor Iain Lindley, Councillor 
Lisa Stone, Councillor Neil Watkin and Councillor Paul Wilson, all of whom were 
retiring as elected members and not standing in the forthcoming May Local 
Elections, in recognition of their contribution to the City Council and the residents of 
Salford.

Councillor Stephen Ord, who was also retiring, had chosen not receive a gift, but 
took the opportunity to speak on his experiences as an elected member. Councillors 



Clarkson, Dobbs, Hunt, Lindley and Stone also spoke, reflecting on their own terms 
of office.

The City Mayor expressed personal thanks to the eight retiring elected members.

(At this point in proceedings (1.05 p.m.), the Ceremonial Mayor asked members
whether they wished for proceedings to be extended for a  further period. Following a
show of hands it was agreed there should be no such extension, after which the
Ceremonial Mayor declared the meeting closed and indicated all outstanding items, 
as detailed below, unless otherwise stated, would be deferred to the next meeting
on 15th May 2019.)

82. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CABINET MEMBERS

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 15th May
2019.

83. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY PANELS

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 15th May 
2019.

84.   GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS 
OF JOINT AUTHORITIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED: (1) THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 15th 
May 2019.

 (2) THAT the updates submitted in relation to the recent activities of 
the following bodies, be noted:-

 Booth Charities
 The Landing at MediaCityUK
 Salix Parent Board

 

 A full audio/visual recording of these proceedings which supplements these minutes 
can be found on the Salford City Council website Council Webcast 20 March 2019

https://salford.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/410836

